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STRUCTURAL MODEL 
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Abstract

Multigenerational living environment as an 
alternative to existing institutionalized living 
environment of older population presents 
the main field of research. The high level of 
elderly segregation remains ever present 
despite constant developments in the area 
of institutionalized care. Necessity of elderly 
integration into general social environment 
reminds us of importance of active presence for 
all age groups in order to provide quality living 
environment. Furthermore, it opens numerous 
questions concerning the unexplored or 
underdeveloped potentials of living environment, 
when the needs of users of all age groups are 
taken into consideration.

The aim of research is to explore and understand 
how diverse needs of users of all ages can  
influence the development of wider living 
environment, building typology from urbanistic 
point of view, and on architectural design of living 
units. The goal is to develop a structural model of 
multigenerational living environment and test its 
applicability in diverse situations.

The basic research frame of structural model 
development is defined by the key properties 
of multigenerational living environment from 
the social and spatial point of view. How do 
these properties affect the content of an 
environment, how are they regulated and how 
do they relate to each other in order to establish 
multigenerational living environment of higher 
quality? These are the focus questions of the 
doctoral thesis.

Research includes all of the users of a living 
environment of all the age groups as well as 
multigenerational living environment in itself. 
Research terms will be inducted through analysis 
and categorization of the users needs. Study 
of relations among users is to be performed, 
exploring relations among the members of the 
same age group, as well as with the members of 
other age groups. Based on established research 
terms, the further study should be conducted, 
how users interrelations are expressed upon 
living environment and what kind of relations 
does the living environment generate towards 
its users, thus forming a foundation of structural 
model development.

Structural model of multigenerational living 
environment as a system of social and spatial 
relations has three primary roles. Firstly as a 
system of initial design, secondly as a system 
of review in the planning stage and finally as 
a system for evaluation of living environment 
in use. Diverse modes of application include 
transformation-of or addition-to an existing living 
environment and establishing of a new living 
environment. Scale adaptability of the model 
enables application on the level of wider living 
environment, building typology development and 
architectural design of living units.
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