
GARDEN-CITY OF HELLERAU 1908-1914 (furniture handcrafted factory): houses for employees service buildings: theatre; fire station; school;shops: market

The Vista Alegre (VA) factory and their 
working-class village were founded in 1824, 
influenced by Utopian Socialism.
In 1924, the workers' village was enlarged. In 
contrast to the initial proposes, the urban plan 
follows the garden-city principles: an 
hierarchical plan, single-family dwelling, like 
the country-side,with a nationalistic aesthetic, 
which refers, in a picturesque way, to the 

imaginary vernacular architecture, influenced 
by Raul Lino, the German-trained architect 
and the architect of the “Portuguese House”.
These models have their basis in Germany 
(Whilmine period 1890-1918) by the 
movements of the Deutscher Werkbund and 
the Garden City Movement.
Hellerau, the initiative of businessman Karl 
Schmidt, with the support of Hermann 

Muthesius, works as an experimental field, 
with the aim of elevating workers' urban 
lifestyles, maintaining the order and the social 
hierarchy. Identity issues underlie urban and 
housing choices: the notion of "private 
property', "picturesque style, 'Germanic folklore'. 
The urban plan is admittedly anti-urban: the 
"antithesis of the uprooted existence of workers 
in industrial contemporaneity." These options 

raise interesting discussions. William 
Tessenow designs some buildings in Hellerau 
in direct confrontation with the initial ideas. 
Gropius refers to Riemerschmid's work as 
anachronistic, with "a romantic cottage 
subjectivity."

The factory complex of Hellerau
Riemerchmid, 1910

AEG Turbine Factory (Berlin)
Behrens, 1909

Hellerau Row Houses 
Riemershcmid, 1909-1911

Hellerau Row Houses
Muthesius, 1909-1911

Furniture manufactured in 
Hellerau Riemerschmid,1909

Dohrn´house in Hellerau 
Fischer, 1909

Worker s housing in Hellerau
Tessenow, 1912 

“Modernity in Hellerau cannot be denied. 
Workers have an urban character ”
Heirich Tessenow

Theater of the Educational Institution for Rhythmic 
Gymnastics in Hellerau Tessenow, 1913 

Worker´s neighborhood Lucas&Ventura in Algarve 
Ramos (who worked with Lino), 1915

Factory Director´s House in VA
unknown, 1924

Main Square of VA: Church and Factory
unknown, 1924

Workers´s Houses in VA (single house)
unknown, 1924

Workers´s House projecto
unknown, 1924

Lino´s drawing in “Portuguese House” Book 
written by Raul Lino, 1921

Single House in VA
unknown, 1924

Row houses plan in VA
unknown, 1924

Nursery School plans in VA
unknown, 1924

VISTA ALEGRE (VA) 1824 (porcelain factory): worker´s houses, theatre, school, nursery, fire station, futbol, tennis, bakery, grocery, barbershop, agriculture fields, etc..

MAIN TOPICS: 1. The dilemma of Style: “Be or not to be picturesque” - The influence of Hermann Muthesius in Raul Lino

MAIN TOPICS: natinonalistic styles - an hesitation of modernity - Casa Portuguesa, Wich portuguese house? - The influence of Raul Lino in Vista Alegre

Industrial Colonies are symptomatic urban study objects that allow a focused analysis, like a laboratory experience:
- By their typology: small villages built around a factory, monofunctional and monosocial, with a private promoter (paternalistic character).
- By their motivations: they reflect the prevailing thinking of the time about the working class, models of production, social organization 
  and national identities.

Early 20th  Look to the country-side
From the Arts&Crafts to an ideological aesthetic experience

Early 21st  “Country-side - The Future”
Rem Koolhaas 2020: exhibition at New York's Guggenheim Museum

CA2RE | Conference for Artistic and Architectural Research, 2019, Trondheim
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Industrial Colony of Vista Alegre (1924): 
nationalist aesthetics in the European context (early 20th)   Abstract  
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Porcelain Stydies (VA)
Raul Lino, 1924

Square of Theater of the Educational Institution for 
Rhythmic Gymnastics in Hellerau Tessenow, 1913 


