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Figure 2 

Orientation as a way of thinking. Layout of the Pyramids of Giza. - Author’s drawing, Ricardo Senos 

 

Vacchini defines the whole reason for the need to guide a set as consisting of elements that in 

themselves are organized in a simple intuitive and objective way,  if we have as reference the river Nile.The 

impulse that determines the disposition of each object in the territory and stipulates its formal rhythms is 

therefore the differentiating element. It is in this sense that for Vacchini (2009), thinking architecture is 

nothing more than a logical gesture of thought. 

 

3. POINT II (CASE STUDY) 
Alvar Aalto (1952-54) – The Muuratsalo Experimental House  

This project of Alvar Aalto expose, as mentioned, as a pre-essay for the paradigmatic cases- study selection 

of the first concept: THE HOUSE AND TERRITORY - FORM OF THOUGHT. However, in this paper this 

case study, Alvar Aalto´s house, will also work as an short essay for the other themes (concepts) due to the 
fact that they are also present, although with much less relevance. In fact in the final thesis probably to each 

concept will correspond mainly one case-study, the most paradigmatic architect´s own-house for each 

concept/theme. 

The Alvar Aalto´s own-summer house represents an example of extreme importance as its design 

The relationship between the archi-
tect and the client departs, almost 
always, from distant points of view, 
despite the common purpose of 
convergence and approximation. 
Not so common, although the 
vast architectural historiography 
examples, is the production of 
architecture from and for the archi-
tect´s own use. 
The theme of the architect as 
author and user of the space he 
conceived, sets the will and impul-
se for a research that starts from 
the most exceptional and sensitive 
side of the discipline. This means 
an assumption of an apparently 
unidirectional relationship, by the 
annulment of the client, at least in 
its more traditional form. 
It question if a ”home” design 
project ”for” the architect, can ge-
nerate also a theory of architecture 
parallel to the discipline in the act 
of designing. 
An understanding of concepts, 
ideas, motivations and impulses as 
decision-making, thus constitutes a 

premise of this research. 
From this universe of more limited 
and specific central character, the 
architects own-house designed 
by himself, it is intended to reve-
al other ”thinking mechanisms” 
beyond what seems to be more 
common in design practice. 
Through the analyses of Alvar Aalto 
´s Muuratsalo Experimental House, 
as a case-study, are tested some of 
the essential research concepts to, 
approaching what may be different 
in the ”mechanisms of thinking” of 
the architect´s self design from his 
professional activity for others, as 
problem of architecture to promote 
reflection. 
The purpose of the research is 
therefor to investigate if there is a 
change in the design methodology, 
when removing the figure of the 
”client”. To find out whether the de-
sign project is more or less justified 
and if it seeks to clarify the reasons 
for the options taken at each stage. 
Finding out in this process if there 
are new mental links to be descri-

bed, represented and transmitted 
to other peers, close the objective 
of the research, summed in the 
following questions: 

- Does there exist different mecha-
nisms of thinking in the architect’s 
performance when he designs for 
himself from when he designs for 
others? 
- Which architectural tools may 
identify, sort, analyse, expand upon 
and understand these mechanism 
of though? 
-Comparatively to the more con-
ventional situations of architectural 
production, has the design of the 
architect’s own house added reflec-
tion to the discipline?
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