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The link between the man and architecture take us to research about how we perceive the space, how we 
embody the space focus on Juha Leiviskä’s works. Here we present Männistö Church, in Kuopio, Finland 
as a case study to understand how we experience this building, not only as a church with a religious and 
historical meaning but as a social center. We are analyzing this projects based on Maurice Merleau-Ponty 
theories about phenomenology of perception, neural and corporal reactions and responses based in neu-
roscience developed by Antonio Damásio and Juhani Pallasmaa argues about a phenomenological concep-
tion architecture. For this we are using several methodologies, from observation In situ, historical analysis 
of the architect and context. We establish several important architectural concepts for the perception of 
the space, from the body to the brain. Our body is a biological and cultural organism that is constantly 
changing, based on the environment that is developing in, when we talk about our body perception in 
architecture we talk about human scale, movement (promenade architectural). Another concept is time, 
we measure the time trough architecture and our own bodies. “We are incapable of living in chaos, but we 
can’t live outside of the passage of time and duration. Both dimensions needs to articulate and give specific 
meanings. Time must be reduced in scale to human dimensions and concretized as a continues duration.” 
(J. Pallasmaa, Habitar, 2016, p. 9)  Our brain and body are mutually correlated, they represent two aspects 
of the same thing, as Merleau-Ponty defend. We started from visual and auditory perception to understand 
how we experience the space, but architecture is a bodily experience, more than a visual sense or other of 
5 Aristotle’s senses which are not enough to capt  all architectural experience.  From this aspects and based 
on Juhani Pallasmaa writings we are developing this analysis of Männistö Church and other Leiviskä’s works. 
Architecture is a stimulus generator for certain uses but also is an receptor of this uses by the inhabitants, 
as Juha Leiviskä argues “The aim of [architecture] is to create from human dimensions space to be experi-
enced by people.” (Leiviskä, 1999, p. 9). 
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