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TIM SIMON-MEYER

THE POTENTIAL OF A HAPTIC APPROACH FOR THE PERCEPTIBLE QUALITY OF ARCHITECTURE

The PhD results from my practical work as a partner of an architectural studio. Since 2012 we have devel-
oped several design.build projects that are defined by a creative process which is based on the character-
istics of specific materials. The considered projects are characterized by a reduced materiality, basic forms 
and constructive logic. Nevertheless those „basic“ buildings are offering a strong atmospheric and physical 
experience. 

“Alongside the preveiling architecture of the eye, there is a haptic architecture of the muscle and the skin.”

Relating to this expression by the Finish Architect Juhani Pallassma I would like to describe the working 
method as haptic approach. The haptic approach starts with the choice of the proper material that can 
function as structural system as well as spatial structure already contemplating creative and atmospheric in-
tentions. Further decisions are made in relation to the physical and sensual characteristics of the material. In 
order to that the way of working is always dealing with the structural and creative limits of it – always under 
the requirement of the design.build project which implies that the architect will also be the one who builds.
What are the specific aspects of that “haptic approach” and how can we characterize it? 
The analysis of the working method will be the content of the research. It seems likely that the working 
method is leading to a specific atmospheric and architectural quality that can be observed in the considered 
projects. It will be part of the research to define the architectural qualities that are emerging from a design 
process that originates in the material.
To clarify the context of my research it is necessary to study the theoretical work of theorists and researchers 
in the given field like the German philosopher Theoder Lips, who created the term “Einfühlungstheorie”, or 
Heinrich Wölfflins “Prolegomena zu einer Psychologie der Architektur” that deals with the relation between 
the human body and the expression of architecture. To be able to describe the perceptible qualities of the 
architecture the term of the atmosphere in the theoretical work of Peter Zumthor or Gernot Böhme is used. 
But also taking a closer look at the practical work of contemporary architects and artists like the dutch ar-
chitect Anne Holtrop and his approach of the “material gesture” is playing an important role.

The PhD will be based on research by design that will include the analysis of built projects but there will also 
be new projects produced and reflected during the process.
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“Alongside the preveiling architecture of the eye, there is a haptic architecture of the muscle and the skin.”

Relating to this expression by the Finish Architect Juhani Pallassma I would like to describe the working method as haptic ap-

proach. The haptic approach starts with the choice of the proper material that can function as structural system as well as spatial 

structure already contemplating creative and atmospheric intentions. Further descisions are made in relation to the physical and 

sensual characteristics of the material. In order to that the way of working is always dealing with the structural and creative limits 

of it – always under the requirement of the design.build project which implies that the architect will also be the one who builds. 

The PhD results from my practical work as a partner of Atelier JQTS. Since 2012 we have developed several design.build proj-

ects that are defi ned by a creative process which is based on the characteristics of specifi c materials. The considered projects 

are characterized by a reduced materiality, basic forms and constructive logic. Nevertheless those „basic“ buildings are offering 

a strong atmospheric and physical experience. 

What are the specifi c aspects of that “haptic approach” and how can we characterize it? 

The analysis of the working method will be the content of the research. It seems likely that the working method is leading to a 

specifi c atmospheric and architectural quality that can be observed in the considered projects. It will be part of the research to 

defi ne the architectural qualities that are emerging from a designprocess that originates in the material.

To clarify the context of my research it is necessary to study the theoretical work of theorists and researchers in the given fi eld 

like the german philosopher Theoder Lips, who created the term “Einfühlungstheorie”, or Heinrich Wölffl ins “Prolegomena zu 
einer Psychologie der Architektur” that deals with the relation between the human body and the expression of architecture. To be 

able to describe the perceptible qualities of the architecture the term of the atmosphere in the theoretical work of Peter Zumthor 

or Gernot Böhme is used. But also taking a closer look at the practical work of contemporary architects and artists like the dutch 

architect Anne Holtrop and his approach of the “material gesture” is playing an important role.

The PhD will be based on research by design that will include the analysis of built projects but there will also be new projects 

produced and refl ected during the process.
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