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The PhD research titled “Public housing and private interests: 
The experience of ageing in place in public housing in Italy and 
Austria” explores the effects of neoliberal urban regeneration 
on the housing conditions of older adults, through case 
studies in Milan, Italy and Vienna, Austria. The research project 
compares the transformation of neoliberal urban policies, the 
role of private and public housing policies, and how differing 
approaches to urban regeneration have affected the housing 
conditions of older adults in public housing. At the heart of 
this research lies the complex question of authorship over the 
narrative of urban regeneration: What narratives are inscribed 
upon the urban space undergoing transformation, by whom 
and in what ways? This paper examines how neoliberal urban 
projects are subject to overlapping, conflicting narratives, 
and interrogates their authorship together with the role of the 
researcher in shaping and reconstructing these narratives. 
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Morika Kakinuma DeAngelis, M.Sc. in Urban Planning and Policy Design 
at Politecnico di Milano, is a doctoral candidate at the University of Ferrara, 
Department of Architecture. She has worked on research projects investigating 
the housing conditions of older adults or persons with disabilities, the impact of 
eviction policy on vulnerable populations, best practice in property acquisitions, 
the effects of local bylaws on people experiencing homelessness, barriers to 
enabling rental housing, and quantitative analysis methodologies for provincial 
housing need assessments. Her current research focuses on ‘ageing in place’ 
policies for older adults in public housing.
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Regeneration as rewriting. 
Exploring the authors of the 
narrative in neoliberal urban 
redevelopment projects




